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Migration and multilingualism are central forces shaping linguistic variation and change in contempo‐
rary societies. Yet research on language ideologies often remains structured by national frameworks and
amonolingual bias, implicitly assuming relatively stable linguistic communities (Truan 2024). What hap‐
penswhen speakersmove across ideological regimes andnegotiate competingnormsaboutwhat counts
as correct, legitimate, or authentic language use?

In this talk, I examine how migration and multilingual repertoires shape the circulation and reinter‐
pretation of language ideologies. I present two case studies based on French speakers living in Berlin,
through two highly visible sites of ideological contestation in contemporary language debates: gender‐
inclusive language (Truan 2025b) and anglicisms (Truan 2025a). The data show that interviewees are gen‐
erally more open to language change in their L2 (German) than in their L1 (French), thus suggesting that
ideological transfersmay happen from the L2 to the L1—a novel finding not documented in the literature
until now.

In the last part of the talk, I sketchwhat this recentering ofmultilinguals couldmean for newest areas
of study in sociolinguistics suchas criticalAI studies. Whilewedoknow, for instance, thatLargeLanguage
Models (LLM) perform better in globally dominant languages, favor standardized varieties (Bauer 2025),
and show a strong Anglophone bias (Barkin 2025), research of this kind remains heavily output‐oriented
rather than user‐centered, focusing on bias in the machine rather than on the practices and positioning
of its users. What remains comparatively largely underexplored is how users themselves, across social
class positions andmigration trajectories, integrate GenAI into their multilingual lives.

I conclude by reflecting on what these dynamics imply for sociolinguistic theories of language varia‐
tion and change in increasingly mobile andmultilingual societies.
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