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This paper examines the allomorphic variation of the Dutch diminutive suffix in non‐metalinguistic texts
from the 16th to the 19th century. It forms part of a broader study that aims to compare the implicit
and explicit prescriptions of grammarians during this period with the actual patterns of variation ob‐
served in written language. Notably, with the exception of Marynissen’s (1998) study, academic liter‐
ature has largely overlooked the southern regions regarding both the attested linguistic variation and
the metalinguistic texts produced between the 16th and 19th centuries. The present research draws on
a diverse set of sources, including ego documents (45 texts), pamphlets (33 texts), and administrative
records (18 texts), spanningmultiple time periods and representing the dialectal regions of Brabant, Hol‐
land, Flanders, and Zeeland. The findings indicate that certain phonotactic criteria (i.e., the selection of
morphemes based on stem type) influenced allomorph selection as early as the emergence of the first
innovativemorphemes (‐tge, ‐tje, alongsideMiddleDutch ‐ke/‐kin). By the 18th century, the variation and
distributionof the ‐keand ‐tje suffixes in FlemishandBrabantdialects appear tohave stabilized, reflecting
patterns that are still observable in contemporary usage.


